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Introducing ISPRS:
The Society

o ISPRS = International Society for Photogrammetry
and Remote Sensing 

o International Society for Photogrammetry (ISP) was funded 
in 1910, remote sensing was included in the name in 1980

o Mission: promoting international cooperation for the 
advancement of photogrammetry, remote sensing and 
spatial information systems

o 103 Ordinary, 13 Associate and 9 Regional Members.  
Ordinary and associate members are scientific and/or 
technical organizations representing geographic areas 
(usually national professional societies), regional members 
represent multinational professional associations
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Introducing ISPRS:    
Technical Commissions
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Introducing ISPRS:
Connections and Memberships

o ISPRS is associated with a large number of international 
organizations and societies, e.g., UNESCO, ISO, 
European Association of Remote Sensing Laboratories 
(EARSel) 

o ISPRS is a member of ICSU since 1994 and ISPRS has 
recently joined ICSU’s GeoUnions (IUGG, IUSS, IUGS, 
IGS) as the fifth member society

o Sustaining members of ISPRS include NASA, SPOT Image, 
International Institute for Aerospace Survey and Earth 
Sciences (ITC) , Lockheed Martin Corporation and many 
others
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Ongoing IPY Related 
Activities in ISPRS

o A new working group on Polar Research has been 
established in 2004

o ISPRS has suggested Polar Research as a new 
research scheme for ICSU’s GeoUnions

o ISPRS is currently developing IPY proposal ideas and 
it has already endorsed a few IPY proposals 
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Suggested ISPRS 
contributions to IPY

o Suggested ISPRS focus areas:
n Coordinated satellite imaging campaigns

n Spatial-temporal data management, especially for handling 
large  image data sets; 

Example: international collaboration for integrating 
historical and contemporary polar image data sets (aerial 
photography, satellite imagery, etc.) into a uniform, state-of-
the-art data system with advanced spatial-temporal data 
mining capacities

n ISPRS participation in the work of the Observation Systems 
Subcommittee

n Outreach and education related to remote sensing 
applications related to IPY
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ISPRS WG VIII 8: Polar and 
Alpine Research (2004-2008)

o Commission VIII: Remote Sensing Applications and Policies
o Officers:

Bea Csatho (chair, USA), Marc D’Iorio (co-chair, Canada), 
Honxing Liu (secretary, USA), Petri Pellikka (regional 
coordinator, Finland), Xiao Cheng (regional coordinator, 
China)

o Terms of references:
n Identifying and conducting remote sensing initiatives supporting the 

International Polar Year (2007-2008) 
n Improving the retrieval of geophysical parameters relevant to the 

different elements of the cryosphere
n Developing strategies and algorithms for assimilating remotely 

sensed data in models of polar processes 
n Developing long-term records and studying on-going changes in 

polar and alpine regions, for example changes in terrestrial polar 
ecosystems, ice sheet and glacier mass balance, and sea-ice cover



IPY Open Consultative Forum                                     
March 10-11, 2005   

9

Please visit ISPRS on the Web: www.isprs.org
Follow the link to WG VIII/8 for information on Polar 

and Alpine Research related activities
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Polar Research Initiative for 
ICSU’s GeoUnions Group

o GeoUnions = IUGG, IUGS, IUSS (geosciences), IGS (cartography), 
ISPRS (geospatial information)

o Interdisciplinary research themes of GeoUnions (one suggestions 
from each member society)

n Position papers on:

o Hazards

o Health

o Cities and Megacities

n Position paper is being developed on Desertification

n Polar Research theme is proposed by ISPRS  


